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QUALITY OF LIFE

North Broad Street is an attractive corridor and a diverse, prominent 
cultural center.  NBR is focused on enhancing cleanliness and safety 
on the corridor, and improving landscaping and maintenance, 
which are all fundamental for spurring economic development. 

PHILADELPHIA LITTER INDEX

The Philadelphia Litter Index was designed as a metric to compare 
the relative cleanliness of different areas and neighborhoods 
throughout the city.  The litter index scale ranges from 1-4, with 1 being 
the “minimal litter” and 4 representing an area that is “extremely 
littered.”   The area along North Broad has an average litter index of 1.9, 
slightly above the city average of 1.7.  Areas closer to center city are 
relatively cleaner, while the region spanning from Girard Avenue to 
Lehigh Avenue has an average litter index of 2.3.

 

LANDSCAPING AND BEAUTIFICATION

In an effort to make North Broad Street a more inviting, safe, and 
attractive corridor, Philadelphia’s Departments of Streets and 
Commerce invested $12 million to install 42 steel street light masts 
from Hamilton Street to Glenwood Avenue.  This project was 
intended to signify cooperation and spur private investment and 
development along the corridor.  However, in an effort to highlight 
the masts,  NBR has branded the structures the “North Poles” and is 
currently researching ways to use them as local attractions that will 
benefit the community. 
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In partnership with Urban Creators, the NBR is hoping to begin a 
project at Broad Street and Lehigh Avenue in 2017.  This initiative will 
transform the intersection by adding a community garden, murals, 
and green space to attract vendors and visitors to the area.

 

Phase 2 of Proposed NBR Greening Project at Broad and Lehigh

Spotlight: Cleaning North Broad

After gathering data from a needs assessment survey completed by 
local residents, employees, business owners, and other stakeholders, 
NBR incorporated this feedback into its strategic plan and established 
cleanliness as an area of focus.   A NBR sponsored cleaning company 
began work in October of 2016 and is tasked with cleaning and 
maintaining sidewalks and public space, including planters and tree 
pits.  In the coming years, NBR plans to deploy an expansive anti-litter 
initiative aimed at improving the City of Philadelphia Litter Index 
Score along North Broad.   
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HISTORY OF NORTH BROAD 

RENAISSANCE

The North Broad Renaissance (NBR) is a non-profit organization 
which is dedicated to revitalizing one of Philadelphia’s most 
prominent corridors – North Broad Street. NBR was born out of a 
concern and desire of Council President Darrell Clarke to give more 
attention and support to North Broad Street. Specifically,  there was a 
great need to support and oversee the community revitalization along 
the North Broad corridor. As a result, the organization was created and 
is now organized as a voluntary special service district for this 
particular section of the city. 

Through partnerships with community stakeholders, NBR hopes to 
create opportunities, and improve the economic power and overall 
quality of life along North Broad. NBR’s primary role is to provide 
communication and information to City administrators and Council, 
neighborhood and community groups and others who may do 
business or development or other activities on North Broad, from City 
Hall to Germantown Avenue. Its top priorities include creating clean 
and safe corridors, maintenance and landscaping, marketing and 
communications  and economic development.

THE 2020 VISION

Vision
The 2020 Vision of North Broad 
Renaissance is to revitalize commerce, 
culture and communities on North 
Broad Street.

Philosophy 
By serving as a connector, a 
communicator, and an advocate, the 
NBR strategic plan will help the 
organization accomplish this vision.

Mission
The North Broad Renaissance is a Pennsylvania non-profit incorporated exclusively for the 
charitable and educational purposes within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) to promote 
community economic development, historic preservation, and arts and culture along the North 
Broad corridor of Philadelphia, and its surrounding community. In partnership with community 
stakeholders, the organization is working to revitalize, create opportunities, and improve the 
economic power and overall quality of life along North Broad Street from City Hall to 
Germantown Avenue.
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Launched the 2020 
Plan for Growth and 
Capital Campaign to 
start fundraising 
efforts to accomplish 
the goals established 
in the 2020 Vision
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NORTH BROAD RENAISSANCE 

OBJECTIVES 
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North Broad Renaissance Accomplishments

Conducted a needs 
assessment survey to 
gather input from 
local residents, 
employees, business 
owners, and other 
stakeholders

Hired a cleaning 
company to clean 
and maintain 
sidewalks and 
public space along 
North Broad

Organized multiple 
community 
volunteer cleaning 
events

Created a website 
to promote 
communication and 
monitor engagement 

 Acting as a 
connector for 
stakeholders and 
partners

Started the early 
stages of planning to 
implement the NBR 
Health Zone 

Connected with the 
Philadelphia Police 
Department, SEPTA 
Police, and Temple 
Police to implement 
a safety plan along 
North Broad Street



NORTH BROAD RENAISSANCE STAFF

The staff of the organization including Executive Director Shalimar 
Thomas and Executive Assistant Imani Glenn are responsible for the 
day to day operations as well as oversight of all programs, 
communication and NBR initiatives.  NBR is dedicated to revitalizing 
the corridor through the implementation of the 2020 Vision 
Strategic Plan. 

North Broad Renaissance Board Members: 
• Kenneth Scott, Chair
• Lowell Thomas, General Counsel
• Steven S. Bradley,  Secretary
• Randolph Brock,  Treasurer
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North Broad Renaissance Contact Information: 

@ThinkBroad

@ThinkBroad_

northbroad_

northbroad.org


